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Upcoming Events
Certificate Presentation May 27
8th Annual Golf Classic

June 10

Engineering Camp

June 24

Family Picnic

Aug. 12

Volunteering with the
Chapter
The chapter is always in need of
volunteers. If you are considering
helping out and taking advantage
of great networking opportunities,
please contact us at
volunteering@peobrampton.com.

Dear Members,

W

elcome to the Spring 2017 newsletter. We have many events planned for the rest of
2017 and are always looking for ideas from you. Think about what is important to
you and let your executive know. Better yet come out and volunteer to help plan and put on
an event you are passionate about. As chapter members, it’s all about connecting you with
fellow engineers and your community.
A good example is our annual Family Day Ski Day at Devil’s Glen Ski Resort where over a
hundred engineers, family and friends got together for a fun day of skiing and snowboarding
in February. This annual event has seen engineers and their families come year after year
to maintain friendships and make new ones. This year, Ski Day even connected us with
engineers from chapters near and far, from Oakville to as far away as Muskoka, Simcoe and
Ottawa.
It could be a technical seminar, a sporting event or a plant tour that connects you with
other PEO members. Have a read through the newsletter to find out what your chapter has
been doing and what is planned for this year. Pick something you could benefit from and
get involved either as a participant or as a volunteer. Our
engineering education outreach programs work with local
school boards, Sheridan College and groups like Let’s
Talk Science to put on programs that reach primary and
secondary school students to encourage their interest in
applied science, engineering and engineering careers.
We engage with parents and teachers who are the primary
people that shape the student’s aspirations.
Your chapter is offering Aspiring Engineering
scholarships for grade 12 students entering an accredited
engineering program this fall. And for the third year in a
row, the chapter is also offering a Women-in-Engineering
scholarship for Grade 12 female students enrolling
Continued on page 2
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2017 Chapter AGM

January 20, 2017

•

Chair:

Max Morrow, P.Eng.

O

• Vice-Chair: Ravinder Panesar, P.Eng.
n Friday, January 20, 2017, the Brampton Chapter held its Annual
General Meeting (AGM) along with the Licence Presentation
• Treasurer:
Desmond Gomes, P.Eng.
Ceremony for new licence holders. After the licence presentation,
• Secretary:
Dora Martinho, EIT
the chapter also awarded two Aspiring Engineer Scholarships to
deserving first-year engineering students, and presented a Woman in
• Past-Chair: Nilima Gandhi, PhD, P.Eng.
Engineering (WIE) Scholarship. The event was held at the Château
The previous executive members of the Brampton chapter board
Le Jardin Conference & Event Centre and invitations to attend the
were re-appointed. A picture and a complete list of the current
AGM went out to all chapter members two weeks prior.
As part of the AGM, new officers and executive members were executive board members are available on page 3.
elected. The AGM was first addressed by the outgoing chapter chair,
Nilima Gandhi, PhD, P.Eng., who presented a summary of chapter
acomplishments, activities and events for 2016. Next, the treasurer’s
report for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2016 was presented
by John Arvanitis, P.Eng., (see below). Finally, the new Brampton
chapter officers for 2017 were proclaimed as the following:

Treasurer’s Report
T

reasurer John Arvanitis, P.Eng., presented the audited financial statement of the chapter.

The chapter received an allotment of $24,870, slightly more than the $24,000 received in 2015. The chapter raised funds, secured
sponsorships and held events, raising revenue of $19,455.11. Overall expenses were $44,857.45 compared to $39,538.92 in 2015. The
increase in expenditure is directly related to the increased number of events held in 2016. The year 2016 ended with an excess of expenses
over income of $532.34. The closing balance for fiscal 2016 was $15,204.15. Our approved allotment from PEO for 2017 will be similar to
2016.
The chapter is adequately funded to support the planned activities for 2017.

Chair’s Message Cont’d
in engineering studies that combine high academic achievement with leadership and community involvement that promotes women in
engineering.
So whether your interest is a technical talk, a tour of a local facility, family events (like our summer picnic, winter skiing and bowling), or
being involved in planning and running these events, come out and connect with your fellow engineers, your chapter and your community.
Spread the word about professional engineering. Get involved whether at the local chapter level, or serve on the PEO committees that shape
our profession. You can even consider running for PEO council.
Engineering is a profession that touches every facet of society. Engineers are called upon to design, resolve problems and establish
regulations. We can make a difference in our community and ensure that our primary concern of public safety in all we design and do is
met. Remember, giving is better than receiving and has its own rewards.
Sincerely,
Max Morrow, P.Eng.,
Chair – PEO Brampton Chapter

www.peobrampton.com
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2017 CHAPTER EXECUTIVE
Back row (from left to right): Amity Lam, Jag Saini, Ranjit Gill, John Arvanitis, Axar Bhavsar, Satyendra Bhavsar, Niveen Guindy
Front row (from left to right): John Clayton, Nilima Gandhi , Max Morrow, Ravinder Panesar, Desmond Gomes, Dora Martinho

Position

Name

E-mail

Officers
Chair
Vice Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Past Chair

Max Morrow, P.Eng.
Ravinder Panesar, P.Eng.
Dora Martinho, EIT

max.morrow@peobrampton.com
ravinder.panesar@peobrampton.com
dora.martinho@peobrampton.com

Desmond Gomes, P.Eng.
Nilima Gandhi, P.Eng., Ph.D.

desmond.gomes@peobrampton.com
nilima.gandhi@peobrampton.com

John Clayton, P.Eng., FEC
Amity Lam, P.Eng.
Niveen Guindy, P.Eng.
Ranjit Gill, P.Eng.
John Arvanitis, P.Eng.
Satyendra Bhavsar, P.Eng., Ph.D.
Axar Bhavsar, EIT
Jag Saini, EIT

john.clayton@peobrampton.com
amity.lam@peobrampton.com
niveen.guindy@peobrampton.com
ranjit.gill@peobrampton.com
john.arvantis@peobrampton.com
satyendra.bhavsar@peobrampton.com
axar.bhavsar@peobrampton.com
jag.saini@peobrampton.com

Executives

www.peobrampton.com
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Review of Past Events

Family Ski Day
February 20, 2017

E

ngineers Ski Day was held on Family Day, February 20, 2017
at Devil’s Glen. We had a great time skiing, snowboarding
and socializing. It was a fun day with sunny, warm weather, good
conditions for skiing, snowboarding, snowshoeing, racing and an
excellent après ski gathering with snack food and conversation,
mingling with our peers, family and friends.
One hundred and nine skiers and snowboarders attended the event,
including members from the Brampton, Ottawa, Simcoe-Muskoka,
Oakville, Mississauga and York chapters. Also attending were
family, friends from Toronto, Waterloo and Kitchener. Comments
were that we should spread the word and get more engineers out from
other chapters.
The chapter executive’s longest running ski day organizer and
supporter, John Clayton, was unable to ski. However, a Devil’s
Glen staff member graciously took John up to the racing area in an
UTV (Utility Task Vehicle) to watch our skiers have fun taking turns
racing on the slalom course they had set up just for our engineering
group on the Paradise ski run.
See you at next year’s, 29th Annual Ski Day event, Family Day,
Monday February 19, 2018 at Devil’s Glen to enjoy more fun and
fellowship.

www.peobrampton.com
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2017 Licence Presentation Ceremony
January 20, 2017

The Aspiring Engineering Scholarship is an entrance scholarship
awarded to aspiring engineers embarking on their first year of
he Brampton Chapter held its Licence Presentation Ceremony engineering studies. The objective is to encourage high school
on Friday, January 20, 2017 at the Château Le Jardin Conference students to pursue engineering careers. The scholarships are
& Event Centre, in conjunction with the Annual General Meeting evaluated on a combination of academic standing, leadership,
community involvement, and interest in the engineering profession.
and the awarding of the Aspiring Engineer Scholarships.

T

The following individuals have completed the requirements
To promote women in engineering, the chapter awards a $500
necessary to become a professional engineer in this province and scholarship to aspiring female engineers.
have been admitted as members of Professional Engineers Ontario.
The winners of the 2016 scholarships are as follows:
Please congratulate them as they receive their licence to practise
professional engineering.
Aspiring Engineer University Entrance Scholarship
•
•

Aldo Lopez Negrete, P.Eng.
Cassandra Brittany Leal, P.Eng.

•
•

•

Ravneet Singh Simak, P.Eng.
Rajkaran Singh Chhina, P.Eng.

•

Ayodeji Oluwaseun Awoyemi, P.Eng.
•
•
•
•

Ho Yan Chan, P.Eng.
Amjad Ramadan, P.Eng.

Gurvinder Singh Gill, P.Eng.
Sukhwinder Singh Khaira, P.Eng.

•

Shankar Gurumurthy, P.Eng.

Jonathan Rodriguez Gonzalez, P.Eng.
•

Jessica Schultz
Matthew Humphreys

Women in Engineering Scholarship - Natalie Pundsack

Muhammad Shamiur Rahman, P.Eng.
•

•

•

Admon Shamoel Ewaz, P.Eng.

www.peobrampton.com
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2016 Licence Presentation Ceremony
November 11, 2016

T

he Brampton Chapter held its 2016 Licence Presentation Ceremony on Thursday, November 11, 2016 at the Brampton Golf Club. The
following individuals have completed the requirements necessary to become a professional engineer in this province and have been
admitted as members of Professional Engineers Ontario.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Monica Sajjad, P.Eng.
Keshav Amatya, P.Eng.
Inderjit Hans, P.Eng.
Rory Brosnan, P.Eng.
Lawrence Lee, P.Eng.
Muthana Khamas, P.Eng.
Rakesh Trivedi, P.Eng.
Sanela Sehic Ligata, P.Eng.
Kusay Rafo, P.Eng.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Munish Multani, P.Eng.
Abrar Karim, P.Eng.
Pritesh Mistry, P.Eng.
Rimer Sanchez, P.Eng.
Sanjeev Sharma, P.Eng.
Hemant Kumar, P.Eng.
Ken Bahadur, P.Eng.
Andy Alubaidy, P.Eng.
Daryl Horansky, P.Eng.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Caleb Vandenberg, P.Eng.
Hasanka Attanapola, P.Eng.
Bryan Vandenberg, P.Eng.
Riyana Mayooran, P.Eng.
Magued Sorial, P.Eng.
Neil Barakat, P.Eng.
Gurtej Sandhu, P.Eng.
Dipesh Modi, P.Eng.
Shukla Vikas, P.Eng.

www.peobrampton.com

7

Surgical Robotics
October 27, 2016

T

he chapter organized a technical talk on surgical robotics
on Thursday, October 27, 2016. The talk focused on the
introduction of robotics in the area of medical surgeries with a brief
history of the developing global industry. Details of the popular
da Vinci surgery system were provided with its many applications
in an operating room. Together, these technological advancements
provide da Vinci surgeons with unparalleled precision, dexterity

and control that enable a minimally invasive approach to many
complex surgical procedures. The speaker, Mr. Alex Furse (MHSc.,
P.Eng.), is a surgical robotics technical/clinical specialist and the
team manager at Minogue Medical Inc. Alex and his team of
specialists are responsible for installing, maintaining, repairing and
troubleshooting the da Vinci surgical robotics systems in Canada.
They are also responsible for providing clinical support and training
hospital staff including surgeons, nurses and reprocessing specialists.
The talk was enjoyed by more than 35 attendees ranging from young
kids to seasoned engineers. Pizza and drinks were served.

Women in Engineering: A Critical Success Factor
in Business Performance and Innovation
October 18, 2016

T

he chapter hosted a women in engineering seminar presented
by Sharon Barney, MBA last October at Brampton’s Century
Gardens Recreation Centre.
Sharon has over twenty years’ management experience in the
construction industry. She currently is a director of the Canadian
Association of Women in Construction, IEEE Toronto Section. The
seminar discussed the gender gap in engineering and technology, the
many historical and current reasons for this gap, and some strategies
to correct the imbalance.
Sharon quoted statistics and presented the results of many research

studies on how North American men and women have unconscious
gender bias in many workplace situations--particularly as it relates
to science, engineering and technology. This includes things such as
hiring and promotion and in creating and registering patents and new
innovations. Statistics and studies also show that achieving gender
balance in the workplace is associated with improved business
performance and innovation. There were plenty of audience
questions and discussions of their actual work experience with the
issues. As Sharon noted, we can promote gender balance right now
by consciously removing gender bias in the home, public school,
high school, university and work to improve engineering business
performance and innovation. Everyone enjoyed this excellent
seminar given by Sharon Barney, MBA!

www.peobrampton.com
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Peel Wastewater Treatment Facility Tour
October 17, 2016

O

n October 17th, the Brampton Chapter organized a tour to the
Clarkson wastewater treatment facility which is located near
the shore of Lake Ontario in Mississauga. This facility processes
the wastewater from homes and businesses on the west side of
Peel Region. Three trunk sewers, with the total daily capacity of
163,500 cubic meters of wastewater, lead to the Clarkson plant for
conventional and biosolids treatment. The thickened and dewatered
solids are trucked to the Lakeview Wastewater Treatment Facility
for incineration.
We had 12 participants organized in one group. The weather was
pleasant enough and allowed us to fully enjoy the tour where several
technical aspects of a wastewater plant were discussed.

Spills Action Centre Tour
October 5, 2016

T

he chapter organized a tour of the Ministry of the Environment
and Climate Change’s (MOECC) Spills Action Centre (SAC) on
Wednesday, October 5, 2016. SAC is staffed on a 24-hour basis,
receives province-wide reports of spills and coordinates appropriate
response actions. The centre also receives adverse drinking water
notifications and pollution hotline calls in addition to reports of
occurrences for several other ministries and agencies.

Temple Tour
October 17, 2016

Thanks to all who participated in making this visit possible.

T

he event was held on October 3rd, 2016 with total of 28
participants. Mr. Narendra Sachdev (Project Manager) presented
the design and construction methodology of the $40 million stone
temple, which is designed to last at least 1000 years.
Some of the interesting construction facts that are usually not
seen anywhere in Canada are:
•

Reinforcing steel has been avoided throughout construction.
The foundation of the building is a single pour of fly ashreinforced concrete, one of the largest continuous pours in
Canada and remarkably, completed in a single day.

•

The Mandir itself is composed of 10000 tonnes of marble,
limestone, sandstone and granite. It is held together using
stone pegs fitting into recesses in the receiving stone, the
pegs being reinforced with copper and held with a limestone
slip. The carving inside the Mandir is exquisitely detailed:
every arch has carved structures, each of which has yet more
and finer carvings, until the eye can barely follow the detail.

Owner: BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir
Structural engineer: Dave Arora, P.Eng.,
		
Delta Engineering Services, Markham, ON
Architect: Papadopoulos and Pradhan Architects, Toronto, ON
(Arun Pradhan and George Papadopoulos)
Project manager: Naren Sachdev, BAPS Development
General contractor: BAPS
Mechanical Engineering: Nitsch & Associates
Electrical Engineering: Neil Patel Engineering
Other Key Players: Davroc Testing Laboratories (stone testing), Dr.
Mehta, University of Californa at Berkeley (concrete consultation)

www.peobrampton.com
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Review of GLP Activity
PEO AND OSPE MEET WITH NDP DEPUTY
LEADER JAGMEET SINGH, MPP
December 2, 2016

P

EO Brampton Chapter GLP representatives and
Ontario Society of Professional Engineers (OSPE)
Political Action Network (PAN) held a meeting with NDP
Deputy Leader Jagmeet Singh, MPP (Bramalea-GoreMalton) on December 2.
The OSPE PAN representatives were Rhonda Wright
Hilbig, P.Eng, a member of OSPE’s Energy Task Force;
and Augusta Eruero, a graduate student at McMaster’s
Engineering and Public Policy program. Representing
PEO were PEO Brampton Chapter GLP Chair Ravinder
Panesar, P.Eng. and PEO GLP volunteer Jag Saini, EIT.
The PEO representatives discussed the repeal of section
12(3)(a) of the Professional Engineers Act, often called the
industrial exception, in light of Bill 27, Budget Reduction
Act, which passed second reading on November 29. The
bill was referred to the Standing Committee on General
Government. For more information, click here. OSPE
PAN representatives spoke on climate change and energy.
While Mr. Singh told the representatives that the NDP
does not support the bill , it was ultimately passed in
Spring 2017.

NDP Deputy Leader Jagmeet Singh, MPP (Bramalea-Gore-Malton)
(centre), met with PEO and OSPE representatives on December 2.
With him in the photo were (left to right) PEO volunteer Jag Saini,
EIT; PEO Brampton Chapter GLP Chair Ravinder Panesar, P.Eng.;
OSPE’s Energy Task Force member Rhonda Wright Hilbig, P.Eng.;
and McMaster Engineering and Public Policy graduate student
Augusta Eruero.

Upcoming Events

Month

Event

Date

Contact

May

Mathletics

May 13

mathletics@peobrampton.com

May

Certificate Presentation

May 27

desmond.gomes@peobrampton.com

June

Golf Tournament

June 10

desmond.gomes@peobrampton.com

June

Engineering Camp

June 24

amity.lam@peobrampton.com

August

Family Picnic

August 12

nilima.gandhi@peobrampton.com

www.peobrampton.com

